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By an Engliſh-man, who heartily Deſires the Peace and 
Ms Proſperity of the Nation. 
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Appineſs is the ane, thing deſired by ell perſons, and of 
'' this deſirable; Subject have I now written : Of Happi- - 
| neſs there is two forts. 1. Temporal Happineſs, endu- 
;-.' ring only for-this Life. 2. Eternal Happineſs, enduring 
WK (for ever.” The firſt of theſe I have treated on at this time, 
' +... : 2.7. tn. this Shoet; and this Happineſs is either National or 
Perſonal. The firſt of theſe I have made.the Subje&t of my Thoughts and 
Pens Imployment 3 namely, the only means to make a Kingdom or 
Nation. truly. happy in this Life ; which is ſo deſirable, that « 6 ſiffi- 
cient to cauſe all forts of Perſons that dwell in the land, «high and low, ' 
rich and poor to rejoyce together : - This Jewel (if it can be found )) is 
of far greater value than the Philoſophers Stone, for that inricheth 
but very few, becauſe but few. obtain it, but this may enrich a whole 
Nation at once, and: make their Lives truly happy in this life, fo far 
as Happineſs -is here attainable; and to enjoy tius general Happineſs, 
we mult. do theſe three things : þ 
Firſt, Find out what It- 1s. : 
Secondly, How it may be obtained. 
Thirdly, Endeavour to obtain it. | 
The two firſt of theſe I have undertaken to do, according to that 


teaſure of light and underſtanding which I haye received of God ; ye 
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whole Nation in general. 


- the third is the work of .gthers as well. as. my ſelf3- namely, of the- 


(1.) There is not any one Perſon of anderſtandiny;te:be- concerned. 
in any buſineſs in the Nation,. but is, or ought to be concerned to.pet 
this Jewel that will make the whole Nation happy : And this precious 
and deſirable Jewel I underſtand to. be a ſincere and hearty Love be. 
tween the Rulers and the People, and between all the People towards 
each other, that ſo. it may ran through the Nation from the higheſt 
to the loweſt, and have its fruits andeffeCts in every. work that is done; 
this will cauſe the Rulers to do all that lyeth in them for- the Safety, 
Comfort and Proſperity of their SubjeQts ; and alfo the Subjes|to do. 
all that lyeth in them alwayes for the. Comfort and wel} being of their 
Rulers, that as in the natural Body the Head is conſidering and find- 
ing out what-is moſt neceflary for the whole Body, that. it may be. 
enjoyed; and-the Hands and Feet are helping and carrying the. Head,. 
and all the Members. of the Body are ready to help and aſſiſt each other 
in their places : So will it be. in the body Politick, where this true and 
ſincere Love is that we are ſpeaking of, ig all perſons toward each 
other. The Rulers in ſuch a Nation need- not fear any hurt or detri- 
ment from their Subjefts, ' neither nee the Subje@ts fear-any wrong 
from their Rnlers, nor from-each other, as St. Fobn faith, x oh. 4. 18. 


There is no Fear in Love, but perfett Love caſteth out Fear :-Such a ſtate 
hath a reſemblance of the' holy Monntzin of God, ' ſpoken'of 1/2. 11. 9. 
They ſhall-not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy Moiintain, ſaith: the Lord :- 


| 1 2 Snch a Nation is according to David's Prayer; P/al.1n4.4. 14, 15. That 


there. be 10 complaining 'in -6ur*'Streers5-ahd then. lie conchudes, -:; 


what a great meaſure of the Prefence of God ſuch are ſaid to ha 


Nation, as is {aid of or:concerning the Spouſs,' Cant. 1.'g. 1 hive com-. 

pared thee to. 4 company of Hirſes 31 PharashsChazioe,, they are fo united 

-together by. the bahds of Lore, "that they” are - all 1abowring together 

. for the good and profperity-of. cachiother; as for their own, according 

- to that good Exhortation'of the ApoſHe'to-the Philippians, chap. 2:v. 2 4- 
Having -the ſame Love, being of one 'aceord, -of vne-niing. ; took nat every 

nan on- his own things, but every" than alſo. on the thijos iof- others : Thus 

in any. Nation or People where this trbe'and Niteers Love is dwelling 

in every one, it cauſeth every one to, have equal Reſpeetits dthers good 

_ asto their own, and ſuch Love -Uweſlng and'abiding: #nievery one to- 

ward each other, hath this great Blefling attending 4, viz. There is 

much of the Preſence of God with fnch a Peopte; 1 Joh; 4.16. God #5 

- Love, and he_that dwelfeth fin love dmelteth 'n-God, 'and'God in him : See 
ve; 
and 


#- 


the People that is in ſuch. Cafe : It 'niraly be -ſaid of ſuch a People or 
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and this is ſo needful a Bleſſing for any People, in order to their be- - 


ing happy, that Moſes when he was the Governour and Leader of 1/r4- 
el, ſaith unto God, Exod. 33. 15. If thy Preſence go not with us, carry us © 
nor up hence ;, knowing that the Preſence of God was ſo needful for 


' him, to teach him to Govern, and alſo to teach his People to be 


walking orderly under his Government, and to bleſs them with all need- 
ful Bleſtings, that it was better-for them to be alwayes in the Wilder- 
neſs with the Preſence of God, than to go to their / Promiſed Land 
without it. Therefore let none imagine that there can be any true and 
real Happineſs to any People, where this true and real Love is want- 
iog, for there-is no way but ghis to fill the Nation with Peace and Plen- 
ty; and where this Love is wanting, I may ſay to ſuch a State as the 
Apoſtle ſairhto the Church, Gal: 5. 15. If ye bite and devour one another, 
taks heed ye be.not Conſumed one of another : Chriſt hath ſaid, ar. 1 2. 28. 
Every Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf is braught to Deſolation ;, and ſad ex- 
Perience Rath made this plain and evident in many Ages, by ſhedding 
of much blood in ſeveral parts of the World, as might be inſtanced it ' 


- need were; but I ſhall not go ſo far to fetch Examples in this Caſe, ſee- 


ing we have had ſuch ſad experience at home in our own Nation, of 
the great want of this true and real Love amongſt us in this land, and 
in our dayes too, which hath cauſed thoſe ſad Calamities amongft us, 
when the Inhabitants of this land have ſhed the blood of each other, - as 
if they were without natural affeftion to their own Countrey-men : And 
therefore to make this Nation trulty' happy, to prevent thoſe Calami- 


ties for the future, and t0 enjoy thoſe great and choice Bleſſings which 


this excellent Jewel will bring along with it, if it can be obtained, let 


every one of us labour therefore for it, as mnch as in us lyeth ; for 
' - the Nation is made up of particular perſons; and therefore if every 
one can but get it in themſelves, it will be. all over the Nation, and 


the Nation in general, and every perſon in particular will find and en- 


Þy- the blefſed effects thereof. s 


(2.). And now come we to the ſecond thing Promiſed to be done, 
viz. To ſhew the way by which this Jewel may be obtained. And 

Firſt, If we would injoy this great Happineſs, we muſt all take 1 
cial heed to the Law of God : It was the breach of Gods Law that at 
the firſt brought Enmity into the World ; and a due obſerving Gods 
Law, is an excellent means- to root it_up, agd drive it out of the ' 
World again , for the Laws of God are binding every one to this great 
duty of Love, and one great reaſon why there-1s no more Love amongſt 
men, is' becauſe -the Laws of God are no more regarded ; and take 
notice by the way, that by the _ of God 1 intend all the Appoint- 

| > ments 
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ments of God, ſo far as they are made known unto,us: for. that, Man 
or Woman that maketh Conſcience to perform their duty toward: God, 
will certainly make Conſcience of their duty towards.rheii alſo, and there- 
fore will deſerve to be beloved ; and if we love God and keep his Com- 
mandments, we ſhall certainly love our own fellow Creatures and Coun- 
trey-men ; for the more we are acquainted with God, the more we 
ſhall learn to Love, For God # Love, 1 Joh. 3.8. Apd the whole ſcope 
and ſubſtanre of all the Commands of God relating to men, between 
each other, either in requiring them not to wrong each other, .or to 
do good one for anather, is Injoyning us to this great Duty of Love; 
and to ſhew forth, in Obedience to Gods*' Laws, the fruits” ind effets 


* 
— 
. 


” %. - 


by Heart, and'with alt 


and or 
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effefts, make much for 'the*Comfort and well being of the whole Na- 
, tion; for everyconte-in-the Nation loving others as themſelves, they 
wenld ſeek as much for the: Comfort,” Proſperity, and well Being of 
others as. for their own ; this would prevent therefore all the wrong- 
ing, defranding and cheating each other, that is too much uſed now 
a dayes.; this would Joorgn alſo all the reproaching and reviling each 
other, this would-alſo' prevent"all the-betraying and ſeeking to kull one 
another ; nay, were this' obſerved in' all places, -it would prevent all 
the Oppreſlion -and' Cfuelty:. that 'is uſed 'in ſome parts of the World; 
. and this would cauſe all perſons [to be careful not to grieve each 
other, .as they-would have- othersbe'iCarcful not to grieve them ;' they; 
would alſo Pity. and Comfort all that- are in Affliftion, as they would 
be Pityed and Comforted, if it were, their own Cafe : Theſe -are the 
excellent effects vf-having'reſpe&'to the Laws of Gad+in chis matter: 

© Secondly, If we woutd enjoy this preciots Jewel, to make, the Nati- 
on happy, . we 'muſt put-on 'Hamility, Coloſ. 3.'12. Pur on therefore bowels 
of mercy, kinaneſs, humbleneſs of Mind : Gee how the Apoſtle here joyns 
theſe Graces together,.-as if-it were impoſlible for Mercy and Kindneſs to 
be-in any Perſori/without Humility. : Proud perſons are tull of Wrath and 
Revenge; if: they d6 bat) think themſelves the. leaſt. Injured; i. quickly 
removes theiv Love, but where Humility is in-the Heart; it. is not ca- 
-fily -moved''” They that are' too much lifred up in themſelves by Pride, 
-beyond avhat they ought, do generally too.. much undervalue others 
beyond what "they 'oughC:- Mence it comes to pals, that. Subjetts have 
ſometimes undervalued their: Rulers; anſomuch thar'.they :have preſu- 
med notlonly'to ſpeak (againft! chem: withour Cale; but: alſo to act 
againſt-them ſometimes, to the, great> diſturbance! of the Nation where 
they dwelt, as ſad experience hath ſhewn ; hence alfo, it: hath ſome- 
times'come to paſs, tat Rulers in. ſome Countreys haveitos little va- 
 lued the. Lives of their Subjefts,.being overoperſwaded thereto by-ſome 
-proud Perſons, -or” Pride in 'themfelves, as /mixht-: be: proved: at :large, 
but I ſhalÞ nſtancethut xwo Q32What a dreadful Naiihter liadi:King 
Abaſbuerus made” in' his Kingdom,: had not God prevented it ; when 
he ſent forth -to deſtroy in one day all the:Fewz: both yonng aud: old,, 
Itttle * Children and Women, - he 'being' Coupſel'd and moved thereto: 
by-proud Hamun? as is recorded Efth.:3: Do but cquiider alfohow low 
Benbadad King of Syria valued: his, Sabjetts, 1 Niwys 2. 20. whenche 
could 'not. hav.2 his. Proud humour [ſirisfled -by:the':iGing of {/#441,: he 
threatens he wcuid cauſe more then to!folloiy tim to Batztey then ſhould 
be ſufficient to take up the duft of Samaria in'their hands: Vhefe are 
the fad effets of Pride, 'in oppoſition: to true Lore, thereforc Hamility 
is. 


| 163 
© is very uſeful for all Perſons, in the Caſe we are ſpeaking of ; namely, 
in order for all Perſons to Love others as themſelves, and to ſeek the 
good of each other as . their, own, and ſo to-make the Nation truly 
ap x ' . __ - 


Folly, As a further” Direftion-in this Caſe, let us every one enter 
-into a deep ſenſe and conſideration, ; EL 

1. Of the great worth and excellency of this great Injoyment, that ſo 

-we may be kept on in our Duty, every one labouring to obtain it, what- 
ſoever Temptation we may :meet with in this World to the contrary. 

2. Conſider, that ſo long as any Perfon is living in the World with- 

"out this true and Teal Love to his-feHow Creatures, he is living in the 

breach of one of the great Laws of God, and can expect no true and 
real rpm and therefore the gain that is gotten by wronging, cheat- 
-ing and defrauding thoſe that God hath commanded us thus to Loye, 
may juſtly be expected to be blaſted:;by a. Curſe from Heaven upon it, 
.or elſe to be made a Curſe to ſach that thus do in their enjoyment of 
it, if it be continued unto them. | | I: 

3. Conſider, that Chriſt hath ſaid, fat. 7. 2. With what meaſure ye 
mete, it ſhall be meaſured to you again: : Therefore knowing the Word 
of the Lord -is true, we ſhould always think, ( when weymeet with any 

- Temptation to wrong others ) if I do this evil, :God will cauſe the like, 
or as great an evil to be done to me ;z and therefore:we ſhould from this 
conſideration, nouriſh and: keep alive the ſeeds of Grace, Loye and Fa- 
vonr in our Hearts towards others, as we would be beloved, and en- 
joy favour and kindneſs from others: And we ſhonld alſo bruiſe and 
cruſh the very Seeds, and. quench the leaſt Spark of Envy and Malice 
that would appear in us againſt others, as we would not havye- others 
hate and envy us. -Jh 

4- Conſider, that if this whole Nation in general will not beperſwad- 
ed to this great Duty, in-order to enjoy this great Bleſſing, ( which is 
very deſirable they may, if it can be obtained ) yet it will be a great 
happineſs to all thaſe that do get into the ſpirit of Love we are 
ſpeaking of, and that will appear from that Union they ſball have 
with God, 1 Foh. 4.16. God is Love, he that dwelleth in Love, dwelleth in 
God, and God in him ;, and thoſe that have ſuch near Union with God, 
mult needs be happy : Though there ſhould be any in the Nation that 
ſhould not regard theſe directions, nor eſteem this excellent enjoyment 
and happineſs, but for want of this true Love ſhould endeavour to 
wrong others ;- yet theſe that are walking in Union with God in this 
Love, it ſhall be well with-them in the worſt of times :- See 1/a. 3. $5. 


we read there of a time When tbe People ſhall be oppreſſed every one by 
: | another, 
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anther, and rutry ne by bis Neighbour 4, but 'Gad faith, ver.10. Sqy ro 
the. Righteons, jt ſhall Fc with them, he they ſhall ear the fruit of +l 

gs ; Pray take notice, their doings. were ſuch- as we are ſpeaking 
of, that will make a People happy ;. and-it appears from this Word 
of God, that the doings of others ſhould not make them miſerable, 
though it were ſuch-an evil time, they ſhould be happy : Ayd had all 
the Nation been in. their- Duty, as they were, it: might have been a 
happy Nation. Hr SG 

5. And. laſtly, Conſider the great Calamities and Miſchiefs that have 
come upon other parts of the World, and this Nation alſo in times 
paſt, for want: of this true Love we are ſpeaking of; and what evils 
may yet befall us for time to come ( if- it ſhould yet be wanting ) God 
only knows. Theſe Conſiderations, if they ere .duly weighed, and ' 
well conſidered,. may. be a means to. put us all upba -our Duties, and 
ſo be a means to make this Nation truly happy, with all that Peace, 
Plerity 'and Happineſs that.:can be obtained in this Life. 7 

And now :to Genclude, that no Impediment'may hinder this great . 
Duty and Blefling in-this Nation, I. have here: ſet before you an Inſtance 
or''twe. of: very ;greatiand nndeſerved Love, for ſmitation.: - 
_ The /Firif is-the Love of God, which is the greateſt Love that-ever 
. was, or wyFbe in the World, which dwells plentifully- in the Father, 
and in the Son, Zukg 6, 35,-36. the Love of God the Father is ſet forth 
for dur Pattern and Imitation thus : Love ye your Enemies,” aud do goad, 
and lend, hoping for nothing again ; and your reward ſhall be great, and ye 
ſhall be the Children of the higheft.;, for he 1s -kiud unto rhe unthankful, and 
ro the evil: Be ye my merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful. And 
the 'Love of Chit £ Son of God, . is alſo far beyond the Love of 
Man ; For greater Love hath no Man, than that a Man lay down his life 
for his Friend, Joh. 15. 13. But when we were Enemies, Chriſt dyed for 
- 85, Rom. 5. 8. Then let .me fay to my honoured Countrey-men, as 
St. Fohn ſaith in his.firſt Epiſtle, chap. 4. .-11 : Bcloved, if-God jo lo- 
ved us, we. ourht alſo tx love one another. © | | | 
-- Secondly, Another Pattern-and--Example of Love ( my beloved Coun--. 
try-men ) is to us tha are Subjetts; in the King, whom God þath 
given the Government of this Nation to, whom, thongh he had many 
Enemies in this Nation, /yct .figce' God hath given him the Kingdom, 
he hath ſhewed himſelf kind and loving unto all Men. Now then, 
ſecing Love begins-at*the Throne, my dearly beloved Country-men, 
1 bcfeech you, let it oblige us thatgare SubjeQs to manifeſt our rrae, 
hearty and lincere Love to our King, and to £2ch other in general, 
by all tnoſe wayes and means whereby we can demonſtraze it to be 


» 
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Tuch ; that ſo this true and_ hearty. L099. x Oe thrqugh- the"whole 
Nation, and having its fruits. and,..effzcts,in every: mock hat is. 5 your, 
this Nation may - be made-truly Ha —— "I all_ the, H TJappineſs that 
3s attainable in- this life-: _ th a. .may PG, hay. be the Ne 
Prayer of your Goumprey: —_—_ THz | 
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And live in Love, in Peace and. MY 6 
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'R E 4 S 0 N '$ 3h the Mnthor Prinred het Lines and 
"pu pot his" Name to them. b:.." 
Tir, E IKE Ir,...q Beeauſe of that great Deir re he hath for 
H the good of the Nation. 2. Becauſe of that "great . need 


there is of Love now in_.this. junfture' of 'Aﬀairs. 3.' That he might 
own Talent, ſo as not to'be aſhamed when Chriſt cometh... 


ove. 
Wer: &*He put not bis Name to' it; leaſt any ſhould. think he did 
it more uſe he would be eſteemed than to Yo ood; ; and this-I 


hope may take. off all occaſions of Offence.? © -© »» 


- Gloria Deo, Pax Popul. 
Let the Nation. have Good, and God the Glory. 


Licenſed September the 15. 1687. 


LONDON, 
Printed by F. Aftwood for the Authour. 1687. 


OD  _ NS 


